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7 
early teens

ALL CAPS

M.F. DOOM

While I was in Middle 
School I started doing 
graffiti and MF Doom 
personified the style I 
tried to convey. Most 
graffiti is written in 

“ALL CAPS” but this 
song encapsulates 
that period of my life 
because MF Doom also 
wears a mask and raps 
with anonymity the 
way graffiti writers 
do when they paint. 
I didn’t realize it at 
the time, but graffiti 
served as my intro into 
my love for typography.  

3 
childhood

MATHEMATICS

MOS DEF

3 is a major number in 
my life which is why it 
is my favorite number. 
9 is my favorite form of 
3 because it’s the sum 
of three 3s. Reason 
being because my 
name is Cyrus Clark 
Coleman and with 
C being the third 
letter of the alphabet 
and my initials being 
CCC I find many 
connections to those 
numbers through out 
my life.  Real trippy 
Numerological stuff.
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teens

SWIMMING POOLS

KENDRICK LAMAR

My introduction to 
the college lifestyle 
is summed up pretty 
well with this song. if 
you don’t know it’s 
a party song about 
drinking.  What I enjoy 
most about the song 
is the clever way that 
Kendrick is able to be 
conscious of morality 
and peer pressure while 
simultaneously making  
a party song.

1 
birth

HOOCHIE COOCHIE MAN

MUDDY WATERS

This song is a story 
of Muddy Water’s 
birth and the Gypsy’s 
prophecy of the impact 
he’ll have on the world.  
Being born from the 
blues myself, this song 
sets a tone that I vibe 
with when I think 
about my own destiny. 
There are also omens 
that are drawn from a 
series of 7s in his life 
in a similar  way that 3 
pertains to my life. 

9 
teens

TRIUMPH

WU-TANG CLAN

I have always been 
drawn to asian 
culture whether it 
be anime, Kung Fu 
f licks, fighting games 
or philosophy. In 
high school I rented 
the Wu-Tang Clan 
Manuel from the 
library and became a 
super fan. They are the 
best rap group of all 
time and there is great 
intent and philosophy 
behind their songs that 
transcend cultures.

5 
childhood

THRILL IS GONE

B.B. KING

My dad, Tony 
Coleman, played 
drums for BB King 
for the majority of his 
music career. They 
were always on tour 
when I was growing up 
so some of my fondest 
memories of my dad 
were when they came 
through Texas to play a 
show. So naturally I’ve 
always had a strong 
musical inf luence in 
my life which is why I 
made this mixtape. 

– RIP BB King.

13 
early twenties

I CAN DO NO WRONG

GUILTY SIMPSON

I had to overcome a 
great deal of adversity 
when I was in a serious 
car accident in the 
middle of my college 
career. I suffered a 
concussion and had 
stress issues that 
followed as a result. I 
had to take a year off 
and this song gave me 
the strength to get back 
on track and make a  
full recovery.

2 
childhood

KICK IN THE DOOR

THE NOTORIIOUS B.I.G.

I was a wild child 
growing up. I got 
picked on and got in a 
lot of fights. This song 
captures that grimmy 
attitude that got me 
in a lot of trouble as an 
adolescent. Biggie was 
also the first rapper I 
ever heard so he kicked 
in the door to my rap 
interest so to speak.

10 
teens

LIGHTS PLEASE

J. COLE

This song describes 
my relationship with 
Hip Hop. In the song J. 
Cole describes trying 
to have a relationship 
with substance while 
getting caught up in the 
bliss of superficial ideals 
and lust. It’s a medaphor 
for how Hip Hop Heads  
like myself covet lyrical 
depth, but sometimes 
you gotta just enjoy the 
ignant shit.

6 
early teens

RETURN OF THE G

OUTKAST

I was a confident and 
athletic little kid in 
elementary school 
but I gained weight 
before I transitioned 
to middle school. I’m 
sure you can relate but 
those awkward years 
in middle school were 
difficult. It wasn’t 
until 8th grade after a 
couple years of being 
really involved with 
athletics that I started 
to get my swagger 
back. I rocked a fro as 
wide as  my shoulders. 
Pretty G in my book.

14 
early twenties

100

THE GAME FEAT. DRAKE

When you experience 
trying times you find 
out who your real 
friends are which I 
unfortunately learned 
the hard way after my 
car accident.  This 
song represents my 
vow to be a honest and 
loyal friend.  

 
I’ll keep it 8 more than 
92 with ya. 

4 
childhood

ONE TIME 4 YOUR MIND

NAS

While I was in Florida 
visiting my dad’s 
side of the family, I 
was talking with my 
cousins about my 
new found interest in 
rap and I asked them 
what a good album to 
buy would be to learn 
more about it. Nas’ 
Illmatic was their 
recomendation and 
the first album I ever 
bought for myself. 

12 
early twenties

PYRAMIDS

FRANK OCEAN

I have an obsession 
with Egypt. It’s on 
the top of my list 
for places I want to 
visit. I’ve dreamed of 
walking through the 
temples and ruins as 
I soak up the ancient 
heiroglyphics. It is 
the mecca of ancient 
graphic design if you 
think about it. But, I 
also chose this song 
to cover all those so 
called Cleopatra’s 
that passed up on ya 
boy. Their loss.

8 
teens

BARRY BONDS

KANYE WEST

I’ve been an athlete my 
whole life. Basketball 
was my first love but 
football took that 
number one spot the 
first time I tackled 
somebody. I was Team 
Captain and Defensive 
MVP of my high school 
football team.  One 
of the reasons I went 
to UNT was because 
they’re football team 
is trash and they’re art 
programs are boss. I 
figured I could easily 
walk on and do both 
but because of time 
constraints I played 
Rugby for UNT instead.

15 
early twenties

LEGEND

DRAKE

As I’ve grown over the 
years I have become 
more goal oriented 
and am always working 
to improve myself 
through hard work and 
dedication. I look to 
my Legendary idols 
for inspiration and 
guidance. Being a 
legend is more than 
reaping the rewards, 
it’s the work ethic 
behind the scenes that 
makes it all possible.  
I try and push my self 
the way  Legends I 
idolize do.


